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SUB J : PRESENTATION OF CREDENTIALS 

REF: A. NIAMEY 5459, B. NIAMEY 5195 

1 . IN A MILITARILY PRECISE AND ELEGANTLY SIMPLE CEREMONY I 
PRESENTED MY CREDENTIALS TO THE CHIEF OF STATE, PRESIDENT OF 
CMS, LT. COL. SEYNI KOUNTCHE, SATURDAY MORNING, DECEMBER 1 1 
AT 0900. 

2. IN MARKED CONTRAST TO THE FORMALITY OF THE SIMPLE CEREMONY, 
THE PRESIDENT WAS UNUSUALLY RELAXED AND TALKATIVE DURING OUR 
TETE-A-TETE. INTER ALIA, HE EXPRESSED THE GRATITUDE OF THE 
GOVERNMENT TO THE UNITED STATES FOR ITS DEVELOPMENT 
ASSISTANCE. HE COMMENTED ON HE ELECTION, EXPRESSING THE 

HOPE THAT THE UNITED STATES WOULD CONTINUE ITS NEWLY 
DEVELOPED INTEREST IN AFRICA DURING THE NEW ADMINISTRATION. 

HE MADE TWO REFERENCES TO THE TRAGEDIES OF WATERGATE, VIET NAM, 
AND ANGOLA IN THE CONTEXT OF AN EXPRESSED DESIRE THAT THE 
UNTIED STATES COULD BURY THESE TRAUMATIC EVENTS AND REASSUME 
ITS POSITION AS A GREAT AND RESPECTED LEADER AMONG NATIONS. 

3. HE FURTHER COMMENTED THAT SECREATRY OF STATE KISSINGER 
HAD BEEN AN EXTREMELY ABLE DIPLOMAT AND HE HOPED THAT THE 
NEW ADMINISTRATION WOULD BUILD ON THE FOUNDATION CONSTRUCTED 
BY HIS UNIQUE EFFORTS. HE REFLECTED ON THE IMPORTANCE OF 

THE NIGER RIVER AND ITS POTENTIAL FOR IRRIGATION 
PROJECTS AND INDICATED THAT HE WANTED TO HAVE A MORE 
EXTENSIVE DISCUSSION ON DEVELOPLENT WEDNESDAY, THE -5TH AT 
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4. 1 ANTICIPATE FURTHER DISCUSSION ABOUT THE MIXED COMMISSION 
WHICH WAS RAISED BY ACTING FOREIGN MINISTER MOUNKEILA AND 
REPORTED REFTEL A. IT IS POSSIBLE THAT THE PRESIDENT MAY WISH 
TO DISCUSS THE ACTIVITIES OF US FIRMS WITH PETROLEUM AND 
URANIUM CONCESSIONS THOUGH HE MADE NO REFERENCE TO 
THESE IN OUR CONVERSATION. IT IS ALSO POSSIBLE THAT HE WILL 
INQUIRE ABOUT OUR "COMMITMENT" OF 4500 TONS OF GRAIN WHICH 
OUR NOTE EXPLAINED COULD NOT BE PROVIDED FOR RESERVE STOCK 
(REFTEL B). IT IS UNLIKELY THAT THIS POINT WILL BE STRONGLY 
URGED IN VIEW OF HIS COMMENT THAT THE NATIONAL DAY CELEBRATION 
DECEMBER 18 WILL BE A CELEBRATION OF NIGER'S EXCEPTIONAL 
HARVEST. 

5. THE CONVERSATION, ALTHOUGH SERIOUS, WAS RELAXED AND 
FRIENDLY.JAMES 
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